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| The Honarahle‘Rauban B; Robertason, / Jr.

- Deputy Secretary of Defense o

‘Washingten 25, D. C.

- Deax Rwhe.m_ _

-4 _ ; I have given very careful consideration to your letter of -
August 2, 1956, supplementing your letter of May 4, 1956, and your
letter of November 4, 1955 to Nelson A, Rockefeller, all relating to

o, the question of staff coordination within the Department of Defenge for

projects under NSC 5412, Your desire to have adequate information to

- permit you to carry out your duties as Defense member of the informal =

commmittee set up under NSC 5412, is thoroughly understood. I wish to

' do everything I can to meet your needs in thia regard. -

B S Witn regard to the naturs of the responéibiuty assumed by the
. Departraent of Defense and State, and the President's representative

in their review of these NSG 5412 projects, it is my understanding of -

the NSC Directive that the Central Intelligence Agency assumes primary
responsibility for the staffing and carrying out of particular Projecta

. under NSC 5412/1 and that the members of the reviewing committee pasas - |

upon the conformity of the particular project with general Foreign policy '

- 0% Defense policy, as the case may be. Such approval on the part of

the Department of Defense member, for example, would not involve the :

- wesponsibility for any logistics support except such as might be specifi~
. cally requeated of you and approved by you. Of course I appreciate el

- that you would wish to have staff coordination of this phase of any Project -
#ubmitted for approval, . » : . <

. It is not usual to build up any records in either Defenseor State
with respect to 5412 Projects. Records of the particular approvals are
prepared here in ganitized form and a copy made available te your office.
The more detailed presentation on which the approval has been sought
by us will be kept on file here and available to you at any time you may
wish, : , - K
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. Your letters clearly indicate that you appreciate the extreme
senaitivity of these operations and I would fully understand it if upen

presantation of a particular project you would wish additional time for

. consideration of your positicn, snd I would conform my procedure

~accordingly. (Certainly I would uot feel that either the Department of
Defense or State or Mr. Jackson's cffice could be held responsible foxr

any of the technical details in connection with the staffing cut or execu-

tion of 2 project, but solely as I indicated above, for the consistency

of the general projsct with the overall policies of the respective depart-

ments. <o ' : ' : :
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. Sincesrsly yours,
SENeD
Allen W. Dulles
Director -
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